
Before medicine emerged as a science in the 19th
century, people turned to any cure that offered relief as
long as it appealed to their "common sense."

Unfortunately, such devices persist even into the
present day. In this talk, Mark Banash will discuss
several, spanning the range from the merely ineffective
to the outright dangerous.

Saturday, March 30
2:00-3:30pm
Silver Spring Library
Colesville Road
Silver Spring, Maryland
about 4 blocks north of the Silver Spring Metro station

Note: Because of reconstruction at our usual meeting
place, programs this season are scheduled at different
locations and sometimes at different times than in the
past. Please be careful that you check the correct
location AND time for each meeting.

National Capital Area Skeptics Public Lecture Series
FREE admission - Everyone welcome - members and non-members
For more information call the 24-hour NCAS Skeptic Line recording at (301) 587-3827
e-mail: ncas@ncas.org
www.ncas.org

NCAS is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization which promotes critical thinking and scientific understanding.    NCAS...for good  reason

A Survey of
Questionable
Medical
Devices

Mark
Banash
Dr. Banash received his undergraduate degree in
Chemistry from the University of Pennsylvania and his
doctorate in the same science from Princeton University.
He is currently pursuing an MBA at the University of
Maryland, University College, studying valuation issues
related to technology. He is Manager of eLearning at
Millennium Chemicals in Hunt Valley, MD and producer of
"The Funnt File," an SF radio series that often deals with
skeptical themes.
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Election Time again 
In the spring it is again time to hold elections for 
the NCAS Board of Directors. The Board 
consists of 16 members, half of whom are 
elected each year. If you would like to become 
involved in NCAS activities, send the Board a 
message to ncas@ncas.org or call the NCAS 
line at 301-587-3827 
 

Randi’s encyclopedia 
NCAS has started a project to create an online 
version of Randi’s encyclopedia “An 
Encyclopedia of Claims, Frauds and  
Hoaxes of the Occult and Supernatural.” If you 
would like to help with the editing of the final 
version, send mail to ncas@ncas.org. 
 

Alternative realities 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June 21-23. Each 
year, the United States UFO Information and 
Research Center -www.usufoirc.org, along with 
the newly founded ARC - Alternate Realities 
Center - www.spiritofthearc.org hosts a public 
awareness conference. The conference has 
been known as Ufology Day Picnic and 
Skywatch and the E.T. Conference, but this year 
the gathering will take on a new name- Alternate 
Realities Conf. - www.etconference.org. As with 
conferences from year's past will be held once 
again in the traditional setting of Roan Mountain 
State Park located on the border of Tennessee 
and North Carolina in June 2002. This 
event encompasses the sharing of information of 
those who attend as well as the outdoor 
experience of Earth and the Earth energies. 

 
Time to Renew? 

Check your mailing label. If the renewal date has 
passed, please send $30 (for 1 person) or $40 
(for 2-member households) for a one-year 
renewal to the NCAS address below, or you will 
be dropped as a member.  
 

 
National Capital Area Skeptics 
P.O. Box 8428 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20907 
 

NCAS Information: 
Telephone: 301-587-3827 
Email: ncas@ncas.org 
Skeptical Eye submission: S_Eye@ncas.org  
http://www.ncas.org/ 
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